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Welcome to Algebra I! 
This course is designed to teach you how to think mathematically and problem solve.  
Additionally, it will help to prepare you for continued success in mathematics. 
 
Our Goal 
Our ultimate goal is student learning!  Everything we do inside and outside of class is 
designed to help you master the Algebra I curriculum.  Everyone can be successful in 
mathematics!  That doesn’t mean it will always be easy.  Sometimes, it will be hard but 
you can’t give up.  You CAN learn and be successful in math and I am going to help 
you do that!  If you need help, you can see me before school, 1st hour, 10th hour, and 
after school.  You can also email me anytime with questions. 
 
Required Materials 
You are expected to bring the following materials to class every day. 

• Math Binder.  You will need a binder that is just for this class.  You will also 
need to have dividers in that binder. 

• Loose Leaf Paper.  This needs to be in your binder. 
• Pencil.  Mathematicians make lots of mistakes!  All work must be done in pencil.  

It will make it easier to erase and correct your mistakes. 
 

Grading 
This year, I will be using Standards-Based Grading (SBG).  With SBG, students are 
given grades based solely on their mastery of specific learning targets (standards).  This 
method takes into account that students learn at different speeds, and that what is 
most important is that learning happens, not how quickly it happens.  
 
In many classrooms, your grade is a reflection of a wide variety of things, including how 
many assignments you turn in, whether the assignments are turned in on time, how 
well you do on chapter tests that are given only once at the end of a unit, how often 
you participate in class, etc.  In our classroom, your grade will be based solely on 
whether or not you have mastered specific learning targets outlined in each unit. 
 
This means that you get points for showing me what you know – NOTHING ELSE.  
There is no extra credit.  There is no grade for completing your homework.  There are 
no participation points.  This also means, there is no late work.  If you can demonstrate 
that you have mastered the learning targets, then you get the points.  If you can’t, then 
we work together to help you learn until you do master the learning targets. 



How Assessments Work 
Periodically (once or twice per week), you will show me what you know regarding 1 – 3 
learning targets.  You will also have assessments at the end of units that will cover 
more learning targets.  You will not receive an overall score on this but you will receive 
a score for each learning target as follows: 
 

Score Description 

4 
Exceeding 

The student is able to complete all tasks discussed in class, as 
well as apply his or her knowledge to solve complex tasks not 
directly discussed in class.  The student can explain it and teach 
it to others. 

3 
Mastery 

The student who is able to complete both straight-forward and 
complex tasks that have been discussed in class without 
guidance, but is unable to correctly apply that knowledge to 
more difficult tasks not discussed in class. 

2 
Developing 

The student is able to complete straight-forward problems 
without guidance but is unable to complete more complex tasks 
that have been discussed in class without guidance. 

1 
Beginning 

The student is unable to complete even straight-forward 
problems without significant guidance. 

0 
Insufficient 
Evidence to 

assess 

The student either did not take the assessment or did not 
complete a particular problem on the assessment.   

 
Partial scores (3.5, 2.5, 1.5, 0.5) will be given as appropriate. 

 
I prefer that you stop thinking about the letter grade and start thinking about actually 
learning the material.  However, I am providing this APPROXIMATE 
CONVERSION SCALE to help you with the transition. 
 

SCORE RANGE APPROXIMATE 
LETTER GRADE* 

4.00 – 3.25 A 
3.249 – 2.5 B 
2.49 – 2.00 C 
1.99 – 1.00 D 
0.99 – 0.00 F 

 
*Letter grades will be based on the number of learning targets that we cover 
each semester.  The number of standards may change based on pacing, 



schedules, and student mastery of materials.  Therefore, this is an 
approximate grade conversion. 
 
Reassessment Procedures 
One of the benefits of SBG is that you will be allowed to retake these assessments and 
show me what you know as many times as you need to each quarter.  However, they 
must be completed no later than one week prior to the end of the quarter.  In general, 
if you get anything less than a 3 on one of the learning targets, you should get more 
help and then re-assess.  If you do better on the re-assessment, that means your 
knowledge has increased.  This is a good thing and your grade should reflect that 
increase in knowledge!  Therefore, I will always change your grade to show how 
much you know after you re-assess. 
 
Before you can re-assess, you must prove to me that you have actually spent time 
practicing the material.  This is to ensure that you are not just flailing around retaking 
assessments without making an effort to actually learn the material.  To prove this to 
me, before you are allowed to re-assess, you must: 
 

• Correct all of the mistakes on your original assessment; AND 
• Correctly complete practice (homework) that is related to the standard. 

 
Practice (Homework) 
Practice problems will be assigned most days and you are expected to complete it 
before class the next day.  The purpose of this is to give you opportunities to practice.  
Because homework is practice, you will grade it but the grade will not be in 
the gradebook or included in your overall grade.  While it is not graded, if you 
are not doing your homework you grade will likely suffer.  Most students cannot learn 
math without practicing it!  Think of math like you do anything else; you get better with 
practice.  If you are able to meet or exceed the standards without doing the homework, 
that is great!  If not, as stated above, you are not allowed to re-assess without showing 
me you completed the homework for the learning target on which you are being re-
assessed. 
 
Student Self-Monitoring 
You will keep a binder for this class.  In that binder, you will keep all notes and practice 
as well as other important information I provide to help you be successful in pre-
algebra.  Additionally, you will have a copy of the learning targets for each unit and will 
keep track of your scores for each learning target using color:  4 – Blue, 3 – Green,  
2 – Yellow, 1 – Red, 0 – Black.  This will be a good visual to help you keep track of the 
learning standards you still need to work on. 
 
 
 
 



Communication with Students and Parents 
Students: 

• Remind.  All students will sign up for Remind at the beginning of the year.  I will 
send reminders of important things to students using this app.  The app is free. 

• Google Classroom.  All students will have an account on Google Classroom.  They 
will be able to access this at school or at home.  At home, they can access it on a 
computer, tablet, or cell phone.  The app is free.  All notes and practice sheets 
will be available each day on Google Classroom. 

 
Parents: 

• Remind.  All parents may sign up for Remind in order receive the same messages 
I send the students. 

• Progress Reports.  I will send home progress reports every two weeks.  These 
reports will show parents which learning targets their child has mastered and 
which ones they still need to work on.  I will also give you an approximate letter 
grade conversion. 

• Check grades on PowerSchool.  However, you will be looking for 3s and 4s for 
each learning standard – not an overall grade as I will provide grade conversions 
to you every two weeks or when requested by email. 

• Email 
 
Passes 
You will receive one pass to go to the restroom, your locker, or to get a drink each 
quarter.  If you do not use this pass, you will be able to turn it in at the end of the 
quarter for a treat. 
 
High School Recommendations 
During the third quarter, I will recommend you for one of the following high school 
math courses: 

• Algebra II Honors – Students with an A or B Average 
• Algebra I – Students with an average that is C or below will retake Algebra I. 

 
My goal this year is for all of you to be in Algebra II Honors next year.  Whether or not 
this happens, is up to you!  You can choose whether or not to master the standards and 
be recommended for Algebra II Honors. 
 
Please go through this syllabus with your parent or guardian and then sign the last 
page and return it to me on or before August 23, 2017.  The first two pages of this 
syllabus will be kept in your binder. 
 
 
 
 
 



My parent/guardian and I have read the syllabus for Algebra I. 
 
 
Date: _________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________         _________________________________ 
Student Name            Parent/Guardian Name 
 
 
________________________________         _________________________________ 
Student Signature            Parent/Guardian Signature 
 
 
Student Cell Phone Number for Remind:   ____________________________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Contact Information: 
 
Email: ________________________________ Cell Phone: _______________________ 
 
_________ I would like for you to add me to the Remind group for my child’s class 

using this cell phone number. 
 
_________ I signed myself up for Remind. 
 
_________ I do not wish to be part of the Remind group. 
 
Information you would like for me to know about your child (optional): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


